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LOCAL NEWS - News

Port of LA uses pre-approved
contingency funding on
Wilmington Waterfront, overflow
container yards

Wilmington’s waterfront redevelopment is designed to transform the area that has been
hard hit by port-related industry over the years. The port-funded $71 million project will
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The Port of Los Angeles moved forward Thursday, Dec. 16, on providing pre-
approved and needed funding to finish two container storage facilities and
covering additional costs to deal with old utility infrastructure during ongoing
work for the Wilmington Waterfront project.

Contingency funds amounting to $1.5 million for additional work were prompted
by old and unforeseen infrastructure issues encountered at the waterfront site;
and $2 million to finish container storage facilities were unanimously approved
by harbor commissioners. The additional funding already was approved as part
of a contingency fund for the contract costs.

The two container storage facilities are being brought online temporarily to help
relieve congestion issues at the port and will likely be used to house primarily
empty containers now cluttering terminal space that is needed to unload newly
arriving cargo from waiting ships.

An 8-acre facility is already partly completed at Berth 120 at the West Base
Container Terminal. It will be able to store about 5,000 containers — or 10,000
twenty-foot equivalent units — stacked six high.

The second is 3 acres at Berth 195, adjacent to the Wallenius Wilhelmsen
Logistics auto terminal site, which will hold about 1,800 TEUs stacked four high.

The port also is proposing a lot for container parking at 1599 W. John S. Gibson
Blvd., which would be paved, striped, fenced and landscaped with 393 stalls that
could be used for loading and unloading of shipping containers. Public comment
will be taken on the proposal through Jan. 17.

Addressing the Wilmington Waterfront work, said Tony Gioiello, deputy executive
director of development for the port, is not unusual. In this case, the
infrastructure is from the DWP operations in the same area.

Work on the Wilmington Waterfront project now is about 44% complete,
according to a board presentation. Most recently, a new realigned section of
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In other reports given at the board meeting, Executive Director Gene Seroka said
the proposed fees on containers staying on docks too long continues to be in
“pause” mode as the boxes are now moving out at an acceptable rate.

“The container dwell fee remains suspended,” he said. “Dec. 20 is the new
consideration date.”

The fee has been on hold ever since it was announced on Oct. 24, with new
consideration about whether to apply it reviewed each Monday.

“In Los Angeles, import containers (sitting on docks) dropped 42% since Oct. 24,”
Seroka said. “Cargo sitting nine days or longer have dropped 58%."”

Sign up for The Localist, our daily email newsletter with handpicked stories
relevant to where you live. Subscribe here.
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Donna Littlejohn received a bachelor's degree (double major) in journalism and
political science from California State University, Long Beach, and began her
career in daily journalism with the San Pedro News-Pilot, transferring to The
Daily Breeze staff in 1998 after the San Pedro publication closed.
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Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful
conversations about issues in our community. Although we do not pre-
screen comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any
information or materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive,
libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent
or otherwise objectionable to us, and to disclose any information
necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or government request. We
might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as
Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right side of the post, and
pulling down on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by
emailing moderator@scng.com.
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