Sun, blue skies, celebrations greet
groundbreaking for San Pedro’s new waterfront
San Pedro gathers to celebrate the groundbreaking of West Harbor,
the port-side community's soon coming new waterfront attraction.
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An LA Harbor fireboat displays its might during groundbreaking ceremonies for West Harbor, San Pedro’s new
waterfront development, on Saturday, November 12, 2022. (Photo by Axel Koester, Contributing Photographer)

Officials take part in groundbreaking ceremonies for West Harbor, San Pedro’s new waterfront development, on
Saturday, November 12, 2022. (Photo by Axel Koester, Contributing Photographer)

It was, as one Port of Los Angeles official said, “a picture-perfect day” for a celebration: clear
blue skies, a cool breeze, sunshine — and a sparkling, picturesque harbor.
San Pedro turned out in droves Saturday, Nov. 12, as the community cheered the
groundbreaking of what will become its new waterfront attraction, sampling food and drinks
handed out by the vendors who will set up shop there when West Harbor opens in 2024.
Three-thousand people signed up to attend the free waterside event. Between 1,000 and 2,000
were estimated to have arrived within the first couple hours, according to Los Angeles Port
Police, with two more hours still to go.
Crowds flowed back and forth along the now completed section of promenade, greeting
neighbors and friends, snapping pictures of the boats sailing by, and just pausing at the water’s
rail or on benches to take in the view.
Many folks brought their leashed dogs along for the preview — a Bark Social dog park with
amenities will be part of the new waterfront when it opens. There were big dogs and little dogs,
Siberian Huskies and Chihuahuas and Schnauzers, dogs in jackets, dogs in strollers, dogs
drinking out of the courtesy dog water bowls attached to the people water fountains on the
promenade.
There were stilt walkers and music and a classic car show.
There were craft tables where guests could create hand-painted holiday ornaments; boat rides
and beer; a celebratory canon blast and a show put on by the port’s fireboat shooting tall
sprays of water as it passed by.

Barbara McGahey, who last year moved to San Pedro from San Juan Capistrano with her
husband, was eager to learn more about the new waterfront.
“We want to retire here,” said McGahey, who works for Caltrans.
They’d been hearing the buzz about San Pedro and found much to like, joining one of the
community’s Facebook pages to learn more before purchasing their house.
“We’re thrilled” with the waterfront plans, she said. She was hoping learn more about it at
Saturday’s groundbreaking.
Along with the free-flowing festivities, there were, of course, speeches at the long-awaited
gathering.
“We have completed a very, very heavy lift by arriving at this groundbreaking today,” said the
area’s outgoing Los Angeles City Councilman Joe Buscaino who hailed the port’s investment in
the project.
Buscaino called it, “the final chapter in a decades-long desire by this community to unleash the
post-industrial opportunities available at the LA Waterfront.”
It will be “a game changer” for the community’s revitalization, said Port of Los Angeles Board of
Harbor Commissioners President Jaime Lee.
The development will take the place of San Pedro’s long beloved Ports O’ Call Village, which
opened in the early 1960s, and offered a cluster of quaint, East Coast village style buildings that
sold high-end gifts and refreshments. The venue’s cornerstone was Ports O’ Call Restaurant
where many would gather for special occasions and holidays, watching the giant ships pass by
from the restaurant’s large picture windows.
But the center eventually fell into disrepair and, with consumer and entertainment tastes
changing, a new development was viewed as something San Pedro’s waterfront needed.
No one would argue that it took an enormous amount of time — too much time, many argue —
and money to get here.
“So how many years do you think it’ll take to get this off the ground?” one man in the crowd
was overheard saying later.
Construction, developers said, is slated to begin almost immediately on the 42-acre footprint
just south of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum at Sixth Street and Harbor Boulevard.
It was well over a decade ago when San Pedro restaurant owner John Papadakis, attending
Saturday’s festivities and called out as “the father” of the project by Buscaino, launched the
push for a bridge-to-breakwater promenade.
That concept was baked into the ensuing plans as drawings made sure an open view area
closest to the waterfront stayed clear of buildings.

The developers, The Ratkovich Company and Jerico Development, also were on hand.
“Wayne Ratkovich is a saint,” Buscaino said, thanking him for “not giving up on this and not
giving up on us.”
“This has been many years in the making,” said Eric Johnson, president of Jerico Development
based in San Pedro. “We had no choice but to go big — and we did.”
The most important members of the partnership, he said, are “the people of San Pedro.”
Financing is in place and long-term leases have been signed by about a dozen tenants making
the venue about 70% leased at this point. Still undergoing an environmental study are plans
also for a 6,200-seat amphitheater that will offer concerts and other events on the water at
Harbor West’s southern end.
Several of the venues were at the groundbreaking. Kiana Calderon, who has worked at the bar
at the King & Queen Cantina, was greeting passers-by at the restaurant’s booth where nonalcoholic drinks and other samples were featured.
Other tenants include Yamashiro (this will be the Hollywood Japanese restaurant’s first satellite
location), Mike Hess Brewing, Hopscotch (which was handing out tie-died tank tops on
Saturday), Poppy + Rose, Sugar Factory, Jay Bird’s Chicken, Pitfire Pizza, The Win-Dow, Olala
Crepes and Harbor Breeze with harbor cruises.
West Harbor also will offer a membership dog park, Bark Social.
Generous outdoor dining and recreation spaces, along with over-water platforms for dining and
mezzanines on the buildings to provide more harbor views, are included in the plans.
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